Call Speaker Christine Quinn:

Dial: (212) 788-7210
1.) Introduce yourself and ask to speak with her legislative director or leave a message.
2.) Say why you are calling

I am calling to make sure that the Food Retail Expansion to Support Health Initiative, to be voted on by the City Council includes labor standards.

3.) Ask for a specific action: 

Use the following sentence or your own words: 
I am calling to ask that the Speaker continue to make progress in attaching labor standards to the financial subsidies triggered by participation in F.R.E.S.H.
4.) Give reasons why:
- Without good jobs standards, taxpayer money may subsidize unscrupulous stores that exploit workers and take advantage of communities.
Standards:


Good Jobs: The supermarket should be required to commit, in order to be eligible for the program, that all jobs at the store will meet minimum good jobs standards, defined as providing wages and contributions for benefits that are no lower than those prevailing in the New York City supermarket industry (taking into account a differential between full-time and part-time employees).  

Job Creation: Because the public should see maximum return from public investments, priority should be given to supermarkets that will create the most jobs per public dollar spent with a preference for supermarkets with more than 25 employees. 

Local Hiring: The supermarket should participate in a "First Source" hiring system that links employers with community residents and low-income New Yorkers. 

Good Food: Stores should participate in the Pride of New York Program. 

Transparency: The participating supermarket should be required to report publicly on a bi-annual or annual basis with information necessary to evaluate the food quality and employment standards (e.g. job and wage data) at the supermarkets participating in the loan program. All information should be available online.
______________________________________________________________

For information and other ways to get involved contact: Mo Kinberg, UFCW Food Policy Coordinator moriahkinberg@gmail.com.

More info on F.R.E.S.H.: http://www.nyc.gov/html/misc/html/2009/fresh.shtml

Proposed standards: http://buildingblocksproject.org/page/food-policy principles

