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Case Study

June 2008 Manhattan Community Board voted to support a resolution to address recent concerns about access to healthy food. In collaboration with NYS Senator Jose M. Serrano the following resolution has been drafted and pending approval.

Whereas, there is a growing food crisis that heavily impacts undeserved neighborhoods including East Harlem, in which the rising cost of rent has led to the closure of several supermarkets, and soaring food prices along with an overabundance of unhealthy food options has conspired to undermine public health initiatives; and

Whereas, healthy and accessible food is a form of preventive health care, one in which targeted investments in the present will avert bloated medical and pharmaceutical costs in the future, in particular given East Harlem's high level of diabetes, obesity, heart disease and hypertension; and

Whereas, on May 29, a listening session was convened in Harlem by the New York State Council on Food Policy, a body established by the Governor that will make recommendations on developing policy to ensure the availability of safe, fresh, nutritious, and affordable food, and one in which residents and advocates of Upper Manhattan were able to share their own district-specific challenges and needs; and, now therefore, be it

Resolved, the Manhattan Community Board 11 Health Committee appreciates the scope and implications of this public health crisis, and its impact on East Harlem, and commits to organize and advocate on behalf of the increasing number of residents who lack health and accessible food options; and be it further

Resolved, the Manhattan Community Board 11 Health Committee will collaborate with community leaders and elected officials to craft short- and long-term solutions to this food crisis, including proposals such as increasing the energy efficiency of local supermarkets, creating tax abatements programs to attract business, supporting public-private urban supermarket investment funds, and transforming the landscape of food distribution to ensure more efficient and dynamic connections between Upstate supply and Downstate demand.

Background

In 2006 the Health and Human Services passed a Diabetes Resolution which advocated for the access to healthy food. The result was the first community board sponsored Farmers Market in East Harlem. The project was a partnership with the Community Board, Harvest Market and the Borough President’s Go Green East Harlem. The market site was in front of White Park located at 106th Between Lexington and Third Ave on Sundays from July  - Nov. The summer of 2008 will be  the second year that the market will occur. The committee supported the Green Cart legislation and provided testimony at the NYS Council on Food Policy. On an invitation from the committee chair the Council extended their listening tour to include a special Harlem session. The goal was to allow 150 community residents to participate. In collaboration with the Senator Office, the Northern Manhattan Food and Fitness Task Force and advocates from WE ACT the Council was provided with a variety of issues and concerns from an Urban and cultural perspective. 

Next Steps

· The EH Task Force on Supermarket Closing will continue to meet and look forward to the final report from the NYS Council on Food Policy. 

· Develop a policy platform

· Expand opportunities for the promotion of healthy foods 

· Review the quality of food sold in discount stores

· Follow up with the Council

